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the Anglo-Saxon in general. I think that the time
is coming when the evolution of the Russian charac-
ter will mate the race the dominant one in Europe;
and that, when the vices inherent in a people gov-
erned despotically have been outgrown, they will
develop a magnificent civilization, which, in poetry,
in music, and in art, even, may distance the West of
to-day. But in the crude and maleficent despotic
form of government which now obtains, they are
likely to menace for a long time the well-being of
the world. The struggle between the German and
the Slav, however long it may be postponed, is inev-
itable, and the defeat of the German secures the
Russian domination of Europe. Napoleon's alterna-
tive, " Cossack or Republican," is substantially pro-
phetic, though the terms are more probably " Despotic
or Constitutional." I have no animosity toward
Russia, but any advance of her influence in the Bal-
kans seems to me to be a battle gained by her in
this conflict. Established at Constantinople, her
next stage would be Trieste; and the ultimate Rus-
sification of all the little Slavonic nationalities of the
Balkans, of which she is now the champion, becomes
inevitable. The only safeguard against this is the
maintenance of Austria as the suzerain power in the
peninsula.

But, for the personal Russian, as I have said, I
have always had a thorough liking, and all through
the Montenegrin campaigns I held those who were
there as warm friends. The official Russians were
not, however, popular in Montenegro, the people